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T H I N G  

Financial incentives for water-
friendly landscaping 







Benefits of water-friendly landscaping 

 Attract local wildlife 

 Helps solve drainage and 
erosion problems 

 Protect local water quality 

 Beautiful conversation 
pieces 

 Don’t have to mow! 

 

 



Financial Incentives-Reimbursement and Credit 

 Reimbursements-typically 50% of the cost incurred 
up to a cap. 

 Credit toward annual Watershed Protection Fee  

 

 



What is eligible? 



Financial incentives-Rain Gardens 

 Reimbursement: 50% of cost incurred up to $1,200 

 Credit annual credit applied to Watershed Protection 
Fee 



The minimum specifications 

 Dependent on lot size 

 Townhouse/condo: treat 250 square feet impervious 

 Single family home on less than ¼ acre: treat 500 square feet 
impervious 

 Single family home on ¼ acre or more: treat 1000 square feet 
impervious 

 Minimum practice sizes and  

    capacities  

 E.g. surface area, gallons stored, etc. 



The Minimum Specifications: Rain Gardens 
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The Minimum Specifications: Rain Gardens 

 Treat 500 square feet impervious surface 

 Roof top, driveway, sidewalk, etc. within your property bounds 

 Directed to rain garden 

 Rain garden must be able to drain within 1-2 days 

 Capacity: 29.96 cubic feet 

 Must be able to hold this amount of runoff in ponding area 

 Rain garden surface area *Rain garden ponding depth= 
ponding capacity 

 

 

 

 



What does this mean? 
Impervious drainage area 

 

 



What does this mean? 
Impervious drainage area 
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What does this mean? 
Garden size 

Surface area 

Ponding 
depth 



What does this mean? 
Garden size 

Surface area 

Ponding 
depth 

 Surface area: 125 square feet  

 Ponding depth: 4 inches 

 Capacity=125 square feet * 4 inches=41.66 







Useful Resources 

 

 



Additional contractor 

READY 

Lori Lilly, READY Project Manager 

www.allianceforthebay.org 

llilly@allianceforthebay.org 

http://www.allianceforthebay.org/


 About $80,000 incentives since December 2013 

 2.7 impervious acres 

 159 residential lots  

 

CleanScapes Program to Date  

http://www.wagrown.com/what-does-an-acre-look-like 



 Funded by WPF  

 $10.4 M received in first year 

 52% of impervious surface is residential 

 $100,000 allotted for residential reimbursements 
annually 

Where does the funding come from? 



Where does the funding come from? 

New State permit requires County to control 
approx. 2,500 existing impervious acres in the 
next 5 years. 



Watch it Grow! 

October 2015 June 2016 



Need help along the way? 

 
 

   

  Rachel Beebe 

           (410) 313-0678 

   rbeebe@howardcountymd.gov  

 

 www.cleanwaterhoward.com  
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